Dear representative 9|l IHEZEE7

On behalf of hepatitis B patients and others silently suffering with chronic
viral hepatitis, I am writing to urge you to support an increase in the
funding level for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)
Division of Viral Hepatitis, to a total of $50 million in the FY2011 Labor-
HHS-FEducation Appropriations bill. This funding increase is supported by
the new Institute of Medicine Report, “Hepatitis and Liver Cancer,” please
see the report summary below.
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In order to meet the needs of the six million US residents affected by
hepatitis B and C, the CDC must receive additional funding to develop
robust public health programs. A funding level of $50 million is the first
step in building a comprehensive viral hepatitis program at the CDC that
will include education, testing, vaccination, surveillance and referral to
care. In addition, we ask for your support for greater funding of viral
hepatitis activity at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to conduct
research into treatments that will eliminate hepatitis B, hepatitis C and
liver cancer. Liver cancer, largely caused by chronic viral hepatitis, is the
oth leading cause of cancer and the only type of cancer that is on the rise.
Liver cancer is one of the most deadly forms of cancer and more research
Is needed at the NIH to develop lifesaving treatments.
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Thank you for your attention to this important health issue.
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